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I  WANT MY STUDENTS TO MAINTAIN ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.

Academic integrity involves a variety of unethical 
behaviors, all of which must be taken seriously. We are 
introducing you to three different approaches for 
dealing with academic integrity in your courses. These 
approaches do not need to be discrete and you may find 
tips from each of them that will work in your courses. 
Information from this section is adapted from, Cheating 
Reduction Strategies (Wa-Mbaleka, 2013). 

1. Virtue Integration 
2. Prevention 
3. Policing 

VIRTUE INTEGRATION 
From the beginning of your course, encourage your 
students to strive for academic excellence and integrity. 
This approach has impact on students long after your 
course ends, and promotes self-motivation. This 
approach may be difficult because it depends on student 
cooperation, and may take extra time and effort. 

Some good practices that align with this approach: 

• Design assignments that focus on higher-order 
thinking skills 

• Talk about the relation of academic integrity to 
professional ethics and careers 

• Add an electronically signed statement that certifies 
the originality of work 

• Be sure your assignments are manageable 

PREVENTION 
In this approach, you are focusing on limiting 
opportunities for students to cheat. Like the virtue 
integration approach, this approach may require 
spending more time in your assignment and assessment 
design. This approach however can empower students, 
foster faculty-student relationships, and promote 
learning. It is important is this approach to make your 
students aware of the Student Code of Conduct, 
particularly Article 3 and Article 5. You may consider 
quizzing students on these policies or making them sign 
a conduct pledge. 

The most critical component to this approach is how you 
design your assignments and assessments. Here are 
some tips for doing this effectively: 

• Change your assignments/exams routinely 
• Create assignments that require connection to real-

world/personalized examples 
• Require drafts or steps for writing assignments 
• Include statements about academic integrity on the 

top of assignments/exams 
• Use different versions of the same assessment 
• Create make-up exams that are perceived to be 

harder than the original 
•  Use question pools (Blackboard Ultra Tutorial; 

Blackboard Original Tutorial) 
• Use Blackboard Safe Assign for written assignments 

(Blackboard Ultra Tutorial; Blackboard Original 
Tutorial) 

POLICING 
This approach focuses on catching and punishing 
students who practice academic dishonesty. This 
approach gives you the most control/power, but that 
may have a negative impact on the relationship you have 
with your students, and does little to empower students 
or teach them the value of academic integrity. 

Here are some good practices for the policing approach: 

• Maintain test security 
• Set limited time for each question or for the test 
• Set test to present questions/multiple choice 

answers randomly 
• Report all cheating 

For high-stakes online exams, you may consider using 
test proctoring software. YSU partners with Examity and 
Respondus to provide support for automated test 
proctoring. Respondus is the preferred tool for Fall 2020. 
However, students using Google Chromebooks will not 
be able to use Respondus. If you have students working 
on a Google Chromebook. 

• Respondus offers two different test proctoring 
options, Monitor and LockDown. LockDown is 
available for use in Blackboard Ultra (PDF Tutorial) 
and Blackboard Original (PDF Tutorial). 

• If administering a proctored test through Examity in 
Blackboard, share this test-taker guide with your 
students. 

https://topr.online.ucf.edu/cheating-reduction-strategies/
https://ysu.edu/student-conduct/code-conduct
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Tests_Pools_Surveys/ULTRA_Reuse_Questions/Question_Pools
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Tests_Pools_Surveys/Orig_Reuse_Questions/Question_Pools
https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Student/Submit_SafeAssign
https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Student/Submit_SafeAssign
https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Student/Submit_SafeAssign
https://web.respondus.com/monitor
https://web.respondus.com/he/lockdownbrowser/
http://www.respondus.com/downloads/RLDB-QSG-Bb-Instructor-Ultra.pdf
https://www.respondus.com/downloads/RLDB-QSG-Bb-Instructor.pdf
https://ysu.edu/sites/default/files/users/atkaufman/Blackboard_Automated_test_taker_guide_v4_WEB2.pdf
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